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TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: SECDEF'S STATEMENT RE JAPANESE ASW CAPABILITY 

REF: TOKYO 2592 

E TEXT OF STATEMENT REQUESTED REFTEL FOLLOWS: QUOTE 
PARAGRAPH 8. THE BALANCE IN NORTHEAST ASIA. IN NORTHEAST 
ASIA, WHERE THE INTERESTS OF SO MANY OF THE MAJOR NATIONS 
CONVERGE, THE MAIN MILITARY BALANCE THAT MUST CONCERN US AT 
PRESENT IS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. THE GROUND FORCE 
OF SOUTH KOREA ARE COMPARABLE IN NUMBERS AND CAPABILITY TO 
THOSE OF THE NORTH, AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO HOLD DEFENSIVE 
POSITIONS NORTH OF SEOUL. HOWEVER, THEY MIGHT REQUIRE 
LOGISTIC AND TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL 
FORWARD DEFENSE, AND HENCE AN ASSURED DETERRENT. 

2. QUOTE. ACCORDINGLY, WHILE OUR PRESENCE IN SOUTH KOREA 
MAY CHANGE FURTHER WITH TIME (ASIT HAS DONE IN THE PAST), 

IT PROBABLY MAKES SENSE TO CONTINUE APPROXIMATELY OUR 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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CURRENT DEPLOYMENTS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC, AND WITH THEM, 

OUR ABILITY TO REACT SWIFTLY TO ANY AGGRESSIVE MOVES BY 
NORTH KOREA. A CASE CAN ALSO BE MADE FOR JAPAN TO SHARE 

MORE OF THE BURDEN OF PROTECTING THE SEA LINES OF 
COMMUNICATION INTO NORTHEAST ASIA. UNQUOTE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. ADDITIONAL PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS FROM SECRETARY BROWN'S 
STATEMENT: QUOTE: THE DANGERS OF CONFLICT IN EUROPE AND 
NORTHEAST ASIA NOT ONLY REQUIRE THAT WE DEPLOY FORCES 
OVERSEAS AND BE ABLE TO KEEP OPEN OUR AIR AND SEA LINES OF 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THESE REGIONS; THEY ALSO IMPOSE A NEED 
FOR CENTRAL RESERVES OF GROUND AND TACTICAL AIR FORCES IN 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, HIGH READINESS IN OUR UNITS, 
AND GREAT STRATEGIC MOBILITY -PRINCIPALLY IN THE FORM OF 
LONG RANGE, WIDE-BODIED AIRLIFT. UNQUOTE, AND QUOTE: 10. 

THE FORCES BALANCES: TO SUM UP, AND ACKNOWLEDGING ALL THE 
SURROUNDING UNCERTAINTIES, I BELIEVE THAT FOR THE PRESENT 
AND THE NEAR-TERM FUTURE THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH, AND HENCE DETER, 
THESE FOUR MAJOR CONTINGENCIES: STRATEGIC NUCLEAR 
ATTACKS, ATTACKS IN EUROPE, ATTACKS IN NORTHEAST ASIA, 

AND ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE OUR MAIN LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 
VANCE 
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REF: TOKYO 2592 

1. TEXT OF STATEMENT REQUESTED REFTEL FOLLOWS: QUOTE 
PARAGRAPH 8. THE BALANCE IN NORTHEAST ASIA. IN NORTHEAST 
ASIA, WHERE THE INTERESTS OF SO MANY OF THE MAJOR NATIONS 
CONVERGE, THE MAIN MILITARY BALANCE THAT MUST CONCERN US AT 
PRESENT IS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA. THE GROUND FORCE 
OF SOUTH KOREA ARE COMPARABLE IN NUMBERS AND CAPABILITY TO 
THOSE OF THE NORTH, AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO HOLD DEFENSIVE 
POSITIONS NORTH OF SEOUL. HOWEVER, THEY MIGHT REQUIRE 
LOGISTIC AND TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT TO ENSURE A SUCCESSFUL 
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FORWARD DEFENSE, AND HENCE AN ASSURED DETERRENT. 

2. QUOTE. ACCORDINGLY. WHILE OUR PRESENCE IN SOUTH KOREA 
MAY CHANGE FURTHER WITH TIME (ASIT HAS DONE IN THE PAST), 

IT PROBABLY MAKES SENSE TO CONTINUE APPROXIMATELY OUR 
CURRENT DEPLOYMENTS IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC, AND WITH THEM, 
OUR ABILITY TO REACT SWIFTLY TO ANY AGGRESSIVE MOVES BY 
NORTH KOREA. A CASE CAN ALSO BE MADE FOR JAPAN TO SHARE 

MORE OF THE BURDEN OF PROTECTING THE SEA LINES OF 
COMMUNICATION INTO NORTHEAST ASIA. UNQUOTE. 

3. ADDITIONAL PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS FROM SECRETARY BROWN'S 
STATEMENT: QUOTE: THE DANGERS OF CONFLICT IN EUROPE AND 
NORTHEAST ASIA NOT ONLY REQUIRE THAT WE DEPLOY FORCES 
OVERSEAS AND BE ABLE TO KEEP OPEN OUR AIR AND SEA LINES OF 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THESE REGIONS; THEY ALSO IMPOSE A NEED 
FOR CENTRAL RESERVES OF GROUND AND TACTICAL AIR FORCES IN 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES. HIGH READINESS IN OUR UNITS, 
AND GREAT STRATEGIC MOBILITY -PRINCIPALLY IN THE FORM OF 
LONG RANGE, WIDE-BODIED AIRLIFT. UNQUOTE, AND QUOTE: 10. 

THE FORCES BALANCES: TO SUM UP, AND ACKNOWLEDGING ALL THE 
SURROUNDING UNCERTAINTIES, I BELIEVE THAT FOR THE PRESENT 
AND THE NEAR-TERM FUTURE THE UNITED STATES AND ITS ALLIES 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH, AND HENCE DETER, 
THESE FOUR MAJOR CONTINGENCIES: STRATEGIC NUCLEAR 
ATTACKS, ATTACKS IN EUROPE, ATTACKS IN NORTHEAST ASIA, 

AND ATTEMPTS TO CLOSE OUR MAIN LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 
VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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